Attorney Teaching in Eastern Europe

Over the past three years I’ve accepted the opportunity to lecture at Universities in three Eastern
European countries, Bulgaria, Russia and Poland. These lecture/teaching experiences were
provided through the Center for International Legal Studies (CILS) led by Director, Prof. Dennis
Campbell. The original purpose set out in 2002 was to have attorneys from the United States
assist countries formerly behind the “Iron Curtain” by sharing their areas of expertise with
students who demonstrated an interest in a career in the law. The outstanding success of the
program can be attributed in large part to Prof. Campbell who welded his contacts maintained
even through the era of the “Cold War” with various law professors and other contacts in Eastern
European countries, with an astute salesmanship that permitted him to pursue the “crazy” idea
that a significant number of attorneys in the U.S. would agree to finance their own way and take
the additional time to prepare lectures with the sole reward of gratification for their teaching
efforts.

Applicants are required to demonstrate their interest and future dedication to the program, by
interviewing with Prof. Campbell or a designee, often in a city requiring extensive travel, in my
case from Arlington, Virginia to Boston, Massachusetts. Even if accepted (most applicants are)
one must attend an orientation program most often in Salzburg, Austria, again at the applicant’s
expense. Any negative thoughts of a the cost of the process are quickly erased, as the facilities
provided at the famous Schloss Leopoldskron (screening site for much of the film “The Sound of
Music”), the camaraderie of the participants, as well as the outstanding lectures given concerning
tips on packing, traveling and lecturing, European laws and other topics were excellent. In our
October, 2007 orientation program, an oration given by Lord Daniel Brennan, a member of the
British House of Lords, and talks by Hungarian-born Wahe H. Baiekjian an 80 year old Scottish
Professor which aimed at encouraging us to fulfill our role as ambassadors as well as teachers,
were inspirational, providing a pride in American history and purpose that was comparable to the
best patriotic speeches I’ve heard anywhere.

Generally, it must be remembered that preparation for a career in the law is usually much different
in these countries than in the United States. Moreover, the universities to which one is assigned
may have different ideas of which students are eligible to attend the lectures. Thus a class might
contain students as young as 16 or 17, but, also, a Professor or two who wishes to obtain more '
knowledge of U.S. laws. Knowledge of English may vary. Lecturing style may depend on whether
a translator(s) is provided or not. Accommodations are nearly always provided by the University,
most often very Spartan or basic and could be referred to as “Communist dormitory”. Some
participants have opted for hotel lodging.

Bulgaria

My first assignment under the Program was to Neophyte Rilsky Southwest University in
Blagoevgrad, Bulgaria in late October, 2007. My wife and I built a vacation around our
assignment, visiting Normandy and Paris prior to our orientation program in Salzburg, and
Vienna, Budapest and Slovakia, after. We flew directly from Salzburg to Sophia, Bulgaria, met at
the airport by a driver hired by the University and driven to our Hilltop room on the outskirts of



Blagoevgrad a $3.00 taxi drive from the heart of the city of 160,000 where the University was
located. My lecturing predecessor had advised I not bring my wife along because of the poor
accommodations he had received including inadequate blankets and cold temperature and dirty
halls and noisy students. My wife, however, speculated that the real reason could have been the
beautiful female students, usually attired in tight jeans and stiletto heels. We had different lodging
from my predecessor with adequate kitchen, shower and refrigerator. Fortunately, during our stay
Bulgaria had not adopted the Euro as their currency, and prices were favorable, a dinner for four,
for example, including beer and wine might cost less than $35.00.

My lectures were entitled “Constitutional and Administrative Law”, but actually concentrated
mostly on U.S. history, the three branches of government and the government system including
political parties and voting. By accepting the advice to keep teaching titles more general, a larger
class size is usually realized, which was true in my case. Both classes, one from the law school
and the other from International Studies, consisted of 40 students each. The subject matter, also,
lent itself to raising various issues which would form a basis for class discussion. Students
received a certificate for attending the three lectures. Opportunity was, also, given the students to
meet individually after class. I had provided each student with a copy of the U.S. Constitution
(which in its entirety is only approximately 5,000 words) which I personally autographed along
with a short note. Touchingly, one of the students who received one that I’d neglected to
autograph, requested I do so. While the Bulgarians tend to be a little timid or reticent in
expressing themselves and most did not have a commanding hold on the English language, we
had many spirited discussions not only on the material covered, but any topic that they chose to
raise or I’d stimulate, often on controversial issues such as U.S. presence in Iraq or treatment of
blacks. My wife, also, was invited to lecture in an English class and gratified by the active and
animated discussions raised by the 45 students.

Our stay was overseen by the administrative assistant to the Law school Dean, who made sure our
every need was looked after. Student escorts took us on half day journeys to famous monasteries,
small historic towns and other places of interest. Despite the late time of year, while occasionally
cloudy the climate was near ideal for these excursions, partly since Bulgaria is in the southern part
of Europe. Two of the escorts became akin to son and daughter as they were pro American, spoke
excellent English and seemed to easily enjoy our company and vice versa. Another we later
sponsored to visit the U.S. for summer employment. I gave references for employment in the U.S.,
to a Law Professor. We were, also, provided with a personal tour of the Parliament and other
historic buildings in Sophia. Our final evening was celebrated with a fun filled dinner, and
traditional music and dancing kindly sponsored by the energetic and dynamic Dean Alexander
Vodenicharov with members of the Parliament, professors and others in attendance.

Bulgaria has been under domination of Turkey and the Ottoman Empire for over 1,400 years into
the 19™ century. Subsequently she was ruled over by the Russian Communists. Bulgaria’s latest
Constitution was enacted in 1993, meaning its experiment and experience with democracy has
been short lived. I expressed throughout my lectures and particularly in closing, the importance of
individual participation in a democracy, the need for the enforcement of the rule of law and the
desirability of a democratic form of government. On the one hand, the longing for democracy
could be demonstrated by the over 50 candidates that were running for mayor of Blagoevgrad



during our visit. On the other, the prevalence of communism has left Bulgarians with a pessimistic
attitude toward eliminating corruption from the government and from the judicial process. An
acknowledged criminal element somewhat comparable to the old Italian mafia or current Russian
insider group that flaunts its influence by wearing black clothing, has by some observers
infiltrated the government at its highest levels and is involved with highly profitable private
enterprises. Bulgaria has a favorable climate, desirable beaches on the Black Sea, historic sites
and mountains which are not only scenic but suitable for skiing. Currently, however, its economy
is still not comparable to the best of the Eastern European countries, let alone the West. Its land
has been underutilized for agriculture purposes, a common problem of former communist
countries. I am guardedly optimist that Bulgarians, who became members of the European Union
in January, 2007, will overcome these difficulties and blossom into the peaceful, prosperous
country it deserves to be.

Russia

While many similarities existed between my Bulgarian experience and that in Russia a year later,
there were significant differences. My wife did not attend, I did little vacationing before or after
my lecturing which was much more extensive. I almost didn’t even make it to Russia due to
complications in obtaining a visa. (The Russian official with whom I negotiated pointed out quite
correctly that the U.S. process, thanks in part to the perceived terrorism threat, is equally
frustrating). I spent only two very expensive days in Moscow, $350.00 per night for a very
average hotel, $50.00 for a hamburger and cup of fries and $110.00 for a taxi ride from the
airport. Visiting Red Square with its famous domed churches and the impressive Kremlin were
inspiring.

After a not so pleasant night train ride sharing my sleeping room with three others, I was met at
the Kostroma train station at 6:00 a.m. by Law School Dean Brill and his wife and driven to the
dormitory accommodations, given time to clean up and then taken with my two interpreters to the
President of Kostroma University’s office. He gave an animated history of the town and
university, both of which he was obviously proud of. I expressed my pleasure at being there.

I gave lectures for 1 1/2 hours starting at 11.50 a.m. and 1 % hours in the afternoon for four days
or a total of 12 hours to two different classes, one composed of second year law students and the
other of fourth year law students each containing 100 students. Additionally, I spoke
extemporaneously with an English class of 12 students and a tourism class of similar size.
Expecting 7 or 8 students for a “roundtable” class for those students who wished a smaller group,
I was pleasantly surprised to have over forty attend. The lectures which generally tracked my prior
preparation for Bulgaria, revolved around: the writing of the Constitution and the Declaration of
Independence; the Constitution itself, the Bill of Rights and subsequent amendments, also,
emphasizing separation of powers and checks and balances; the Court system with emphasis on
the Supreme Court, its history, famous and important cases and Justices and the appointment
process; The Presidency and its powers and American history related thereto their ratings and
policies; Congress; political parties; and Administrative Law. The students were attentive,
assertive and interested. Questions were often pointed, such as raising the issue of Georgia (the
Russian army at the time had entered the neighboring country of Georgia amidst international


















